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Tram nam, trong coi nguoi ta,
Trai qua mot cugc bé déu,

La gi bi sdc, tw phong,

Cdo thom lan gio trude den,
Rang: Nam Gia tinh triéu Minh,
C6 nha vién ngoqi ho Virong,
Mét trai con thir rét Iong,

Pau long hai d t6 nga,

Mai cét cach, tuyét tinh than:
Van xem trang trong khac voi,
Hoa cuoi, ngoc thét, doan trang,
Kiéu cang sdc sdo man ma,

Lan thu thuy, nét xudn son,

(147 ~13247)

Truyén Kiéu
Nguyén Du

Chit tai, chir ménh, khéo la ghét nhau.
Nhiing diéu trong thdy ma dau dén long;
Troi xanh quen théi md hong danh ghen.
"Phong tinh ¢é luc" con truyén sir xanh.
Bén phicong phdng lang, hai Kinh viing vang.
Gia tw nghi ciing thuong thuong bdc trung.
Virong Quan la chit, ndi dong nho gia.
Thity Kiéu la chi, em la Thity Van.

Mot nguoi mot ve, muwoi phan ven muoi.
Khuén trang day dan, nét ngdi né nang.
May thua nuée tée, tuyét nhuwong mau da.
So bé tai szfc, lai la phﬁn hon.

Hoa ghen thua thém, liéu hon kém xanh.

Mét hai nghiéng nude nghiéng thanh, — Sdc danh doi mét, tai danh hoa hai.

Théng minh von sdn tinh troi,
Cung, thwong, lau bdc ngii dm,
Khiic nha tay lwa nén chuong,
Phong lieu rit muwc hong quan,
Em dém trieémg rii man che,
Ngay xudn con én dua thoi,

Co6 non xanh tdn chan troi,

Pha nghé thi hoa, dit mivi ca ngam.

Nghé riéng an ditt hé cam mét trieong.
MGt thién bac ménh lai cang ndo nhan.
Xudn xanh xdp xi t6i tuan cdp ké.

Tiwong déng ong biedm di vé mdc ai.

Thiéu quang chin chuc dd ngodi sau muoi.

Canh 1é tring diém mét vai béng hoa.
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Thanh minh trong tiét thang ba,
Gan xa né nirc yén anh,

Ddp diu tai tir giai nhdn,

Ngon ngang go déng kéo Ién,

Ta ta béng ngd vé tay,

Bude lan theo ngon tidu kheé,
Nao nao dong mir6e uén quanh,
Sé sé ndm dat bén dwong,

Rang: "Sao trong tiét Thanh minh,
Vicong Quan méi dan gan xa:
"N6i danh tai sdc mét thi,

"Phdn hong nhan ¢6 mong manh,
"Cé nguwoi khdch & vién phirong,
"Thuyén tinh vira ghé dén noi,
"Buong khong lang ngdt nhir 10,
"Khéc than khén xiét su tinh,
"Da khong duyén trudc chang ma,
"Sim sanh néﬁ tur, xe chdu,

"Trai bao tho lan, dc ta,

Long ddu sdn mén thirong tdam,
"Dau dén thay, phan dan ba!
"Phii phang chi bay Héa céng!

"Séng lam ve khdp nguoi ta,

"Nao nguoi phuong cha, loan chung,

"Da khong ké dodi, nguoi hoai,
"Goi la gap go giira duong,

Lam rdm khén khira nhé to,

Lé la Tdo mé, héi la Dap thanh.

Chi em sdm sira bg hanh choi xudn.
Nguea xe nhu niede do quan nhir ném.
Thoi vang vé rdc, tro tién gidy bay.

Chi em tho thdn dan tay ra vé.

Lan xem phong cdnh c6 bé thanh thanh.
Dip cau nho nhé cudi ghénh bic ngang.
Dau dau ngon co, nita vang nira xanh.
"Ma ddy hwong khéi ving tanh thé ma?"
"Bam Tién nang dy xwa la ca nhi.

"X6n xao ngodi cira, hiém gi yén anh.
"Nita chirng xudn, thodt gy canh thién hirong.
"Xa nghe ciing nirc tiéng nang tim choi.
"Thi da tram gay binh roi bao gio'!

"Déu xe ngua da réu 1o mo xanh.

"Khéo v6 duyén bdy la minh véi tal

"Thi chi chit wdc goi la duyén sau.

"Vui nong mot nam, mdc dau cé hoa.
"dy mé vé chi, ai ma viéng tham!

Thoat nghe Kiéu da dam dam chau sa:
"Loi rang bac ménh ciing la 1oi chung.
"Ngdy xanh mon méi, mé hong phéi pha.
"Hai thay! thic xudng lam ma khéng chong!
"Ndo nguoi tich luc, tham hong la ai?
"Sin ddy ta kiém mét vdi nén hwong.
"Hoa la nguoi die6i suéi vang biét cho.

Sup ngc;i, dat co trudc m5, buoc ra.
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Mot viing c6 ay, bong ta,

Rut tram sdn gidt mdi dau,

Lai cang mé man tam than,

Lai cang u dot nét hoa,

Vin r&ng: "Chi ciing nuc cuoi,
Rang: "Héng nhan tu nghin xua,
"NGi niém tuong dén ma dau,
Quan rdng: "Chi néi hay sao,
"0 déy am khi ning né,

Kiéu rdng: "Nhitng déng tai hoa,
"Dé hay tinh lai gdp tinh,

Mot loi néi chira kip thua,

Ao do dé Ipc, rung cay,

Bé chirng ngon gid lan theo,
Mat nhin, ai ntfy déu kinh,

"Hiru tinh ta lai gap ta,

Da long hién hién cho xem,
Long tho lai lang béi hoi,

bR Lebyd FAEWAZSEA LA

i

(FaR#E & - BB 24 5 O http://homepage3.nifty.com/daovaquat/ |Z$&#, )

Gi6 hiu hiu théi mét va bong lau.

Vach da cay, vinh bén cdu ba van.

Lai cang dimg ldng tan ngan chang ra.
Sdu tuén dirt néi, chiu sa vin dai!

"Khéo du nieée mat, khée nguoi doi xual”
"Cdi diéu bac ménh cé chira ai dau.

"Thdy ngudi ndm do, biét sau thé nao?"
"Mét loi la mét van vao kho nghe!

"Béng chiéu dd ngd, dam vé con xa."
"Thac la thé phdch, con la tinh anh,

"Che xem, dt thay hién linh bdy gic."
Phiit ddu trdn gio cudn co dén ngay.

O trong dirong c6 hiwong bay it nhiéu.
Ddu giay tirng budc in réu ranh ranh.
Nang rdang: "Nay thuc tinh thanh chdng xa.
"Ché né u hién, méi la chi em.”

Ta Iong, nang lai néi thém vai 161,

Gée cay, lai vach mot bai 6 thi.

FunEn
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[ARDFEEDE S E~] OEX
Ban Poc Nhit Bian Thian Mén !

T6i rat vinh dy viét vai 16i gi6i thiéu cho quyén Truyén Kiéu cua
dai thi hao Nguyén Du do 6ng Seiji Sato da bo nhiéu cong stc dich sang
tiéng Nhat.

Truyén Kiéu 1a tac phém vi dai cua kho tang Van hoc Viét Nam.
N6 ra doi da hon hai trim nim nay nhung van dang lam say dam, rung
dong trai tim hang tri€u hang tri¢u ban doc Viét Nam. O Viét Nam, viéc
tim hiéu, nghién ctru Truyén Kiéu 1 niém say mé ciia moi ngudi yéu vin
hoc. Thuéng thirc Truyén Kiéu 1a mot tha vui cao sang trong cudc song.
Nhiéu nguoi Viét Nam yéu Truyén Kiéu dén murc thudc long, co thé doc
xudi, doc ngugc hoac doc bt cir mot cau, mot doan, mot trang nao trong
Truyén Kiéu. O Viét Nam, nguoi ta tdm sy voi nhau, chao hoi, chic
murng, thir tai thir stc nhau qua sy van dung Truyén Kiéu. Nguoi binh dan
Viét Nam thudc Truyén Kiéu & moi noi. Nhitng ba me Viét Nam ru con

béng Truyén Kiéu. Nam nit yéu nhau, mugn ciu Kiéu tam su, thé bdi:

"Vang tring vang vic giita troi,

binh ninh hai miéng, mot 161 song song."

Trong thé ky XX, Truyén Kiéu dugc nghién ctru va gidi thiéu rong
1di, duge dich ra nhiéu thi tiéng. Trude 6ng Sato cling da c6 mot s6 dich
gia Nhat Ban dich Truyén Kiéu. Song, Truyén Kiéu 1a mot tac phém 16n
ma nhiéu ngudi c6 thé cam nhan, kham pha tir nhidu phia khac nhau.

Diéu nay khong co gi kho hiéu. Vi nha nghé si 16n bao gid ciing két tinh
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trong tac phdm ctia minh nhitng ¥ nghia nhén sinh rat sau sic. Va vi vay
ching ta can biét so qua quan diém nhan vin cua tac gia Truyén Kiéu.

Nguyén Du 1a con nguoi rat tai hoa. Ong sinh trudng trong mot
gia dinh c6 truyén théng vin hoc. Anh rudt Nguyén Du lam dén chirc té
tuéng trong triéu dinh nha Nguyén. Nguyén Du duoc thira huéng tinh
hoa vin hoé tir khip moi mién cua dat nudc Viét Nam. Boi qué cha
Nguyén Du & Ha Tinh, mién Trung Viét Nam, mot ving dét hiéu hoc,
nhiéu nhan tai. Qué me ¢ Béc Ninh, trung tdm mién Bic Viét Nam, vung
dat co truyén théng vin hod lau doi, dic biét 1a nghé thuat hat quan ho,
me 6ng von 1a mot bac tai hoa ndi tiéng. Nguyén Du séng trong thoi loan,
6ng bon ba khip noi, vinh nhyc da timg. Ong di lam quan trong triéu
dinh Hué va hai lan duoc ctr 1am chanh st sang tiép kién triéu dinh Bic
Kinh (Lﬁn sau chua kip di thi 6ng bi bénh, qua doi khi méi ngoai 50
tudi).

Nguyén Du la nguoi c6 trai tim vi dai, cam thong thuong yéu con
ngudi dén tan cung. Trong Vin té thdp loai chiing sinh, dng thuong xot
cho moi kiép nguoi, tir ké hai nhi "15i gio sinh lia me lia cha", dén nhiing
van quan vo tuéng, nhiing bac dé vuong: "Dii thay trim ho lam cong mot
nha", nhitng ngudi dan nghéo lao dong vt va. Nhung Nguyén Du thuong

nhét 1a nhitng nguoi phu nit, ong da viét:

"DPau don thay phan dan ba,

Loi rang bac ménh ciing 13 161 chung"

Truyén Kiéu 1a tac phim vi dai thé hién sau sic nhat trai tim nghé
sy ctia Nguyén Du va tai ning nghé thuat cu phach ctia 6ng. Cac ban hay

doc Truyén Kiéu, theo mdi budc chan ciia nang Kiéu trong cudc doi luu
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lac 15 nam, mdi budc di mét dén dau, 1é tran méau Ga. Ndi don dau cua
nang Kiéu 1a don dau ctia nha tho Nguyén Du triroc than phén con nguoi.
Trong cac thoi dai phong kién A - Pong, than phan ngudi phu nit hét ste
dau khé cuc nhyc, bi phan biét dbi xtr v.v... Truyén Kiéu 1a tinh thuong
ciia Nguyén Du d6i voi than phan ngudi phu nit va ndi chung than phan
ctia nhitng nguoi ban han, nghéo kho. Va Nguyén Du d nodi 1én tiéng néi
ctia lwong tri con ngudi, khéng chi ¢ Vigt Nam, ma & bat cir noi dau c6
con nguoi, cd cudc doi, c6 nhitng than phan dau thuong, co cai dep - ma
ngudi phu nir 13 tiéu biéu nht - bi cha dap.

Doc Truyén Kiéu, ban s& hiéu Nguyén Du, hiéu vin hoa Viét Nam
ma dic trung 1a yéu thuong con ngudi, quy trong con ngudi va dam dung
1én bao vé quyén song clia ting con ngudi, cia ca qudc gia, dan toc, nhur
truéc Nguyén Du hang trim nim, Nguyén Trii, nha tho 15i lac ctia Viét

Nam, danh nhén vén hoa the gidi, da viet,

"Viéc nhan nghia cot ¢ yén dan..."

(Binh Ng6 Pai Cao)

Va sau Nguyén Du gan hai trim nam, nhan dan Viét Nam van
kién tri ddu tranh dé ty giai phong minh khéi nhimg khd dau bat cong,
nghéo khd hudng t6i mot nén dan cha chan chinh.

Truyén Kiéu va Nguyén Du 1a niém tu hio cia ngudi Viét Nam
chung t6i. Nam 1966, Nguyén Du da dugc UNESCO cong nhan 1a Danh
nhan vin hoa thé gidi. Cac ban dén v6i Truyén Kiéu 1a dén ngay voi mot
dinh Fuji trong van hoa Viét Nam. Cudc tiép xtc ban dau véi mot dinh
cao nhu vay chic chin c6 nhidu khé khan. Nhung cang nhiéu kho khin,

chung ta s& kham pha ra nhiéu diéu thu vi. Va ching t6i ciing tin tudng
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rang, van hoa Nhat Ban va vin hoa Viét Nam cing nam trong ving vin
hoa A - Pong ciing c6 quan hé va chiu dnh hudng van hoa Trung Hoa nén
ching ta d& dong cam, d& hiéu dugc nhau. Boi vi, mot trong nhimg khoé
khén cta ban doc Truyén Kiéu 1a gap rat nhiéu dién tich ¢d cua Trung
Hoa, nhung hiéu rdi, cac ban s& rat thi vi khi Nguyén Du dién ta cai phic
tap clia tinh cam bang mot hinh anh gian di cia dién tich. Va con duong
tim hiéu dién tich Trung Hoa thi t6i tin rang ban doc Nhat Ban ciing s& di
cung con duong vdi ban doc Viét Nam, hon nira chiing ta c6 nhiéu tr dién
hd tro nhu Pién c6 van hoc, cac loai tir dién van liéu khéac, ching ta s&
hiéu Truyén Kiéu va Nguyén Du. Khi di hiéu rdi, chung ta s& dén véi
nhau trong niém vui, trong su hiéu biét, trong tinh hitu nghi. Chung t6i tin
tuong rang, dong bao ciia nhitng ngudi Nhat Ban di dén Viét Nam tir thé
ky 16, da dé lai nhitng d4u 4n vin ho4 & d6 thi c6 Hoi An - mot di san
quy ma ¢ Viét Nam ching t6i yéu quy va bao vé - ciing s& hiéu va yéu
mén Truyén Kiéu va Nguyén Du.

Xin cam on viéc lam cao quy cua ngai Sato. Xin chic cac ban

thanh cong trén con dudng dén vé6i Truyén Kiéu va Nguyén Du.

Ha Ngi 07-05-2004, Ngay ky niém

50 ndm chién thing Pién Bién Phu

Nha vin Chu Giang Nguyén Vin Luu
Giam dc Nha Xuéit Ban Vin Hoc
Ha No1i - Viét Nam
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[FIR A X T DR
Translator's Note

Tram nam, trong coi nguoi ta,
Chir tai, chit ménh, khéo la ghét nhau.

It sounds like lullaby when one recites Kieu's Story in
Vietnamese language which has six tones.

I had a chance of making trips to Vietnam around the year
2002 for 8 months in total, and I experienced four seasons of
Hanoi and the Red River Delta. Kieu's Story is the book I
encountered there on one of such occasions.

When I searched its Japanese version, it was not easy. So
I decided to read its English version carefully referring to a
dictionary. In the course of it, I realized that Kieu's Story gives us
a kind of power to live. Then I started to hope that this precious
and beautiful Vietnamese literature would be read by those who are
interested in Vietnam and/or grope for how to live, young friends
in particular, and in modern and plain Japanese.

Therefore, 1 decided to open the door to Kieu's Story in
Japan.

Before starting the translation work, I sent a letter to the
publishing house of the original book asking for a permission to
translate and publish it. In October 2003, I received a letter from
Mr. Nguyén Vin Luu, director of Nha Xuit Ban Vian Hoc
publishing house. He wrote that they would be willing to provide
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me the copyright for translating the book, and to introduce my
translated version to Vietnamese readers, in order to establish a
bridge of friendship between Japanese and Vietnamese literature.
While reading this letter, I realized my recklessness, and I felt that
it might have been the order of Heaven.

I came to know about Kieu's Story through "The Story of
Vietnamese History" written by Mr. Sadao Ogura. He wrote: "the
moral of the adventurous and sorrowful story on a young lady is
adopted in Vietnamese schoolbooks, and the Vietnamese people
often quote the passages of the story in their daily conversation."

By checking websites, I also came to know that, so far, Prof.
Yonosuke Takeuchi (1922-1999) and Mr. Tokio Akiyama
(1917-1999) had published a Japanese version of Kieu's Story in
1975 and in 1996 respectively. In addition, Prof. Kenichi
Kawaguchi of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies informed me
that Mr. Kiyoshi Komatsu (1900-1962) also published another
Japanese version in 1942 by translating a French version.

On the other hand, an academic paper written in 2003 by
Prof. Yuko Isobe of Takaoka National College explains that
Korenori Nishida had published in 1763 a translation of a popular
Chinese novel named "Story of Kim-Van-Kieu" editted by Seishin
Saijin, and that Bakin Takizawa (1767-1848) an adaptation in 1829.
Furthermore, she informed me that the existence of another
translated versions in the Korean Peninsula and so on proves the
extensive diffusion of "Story of Kim-Van-Kieu" to Asian countries.

While several versions of Kieu's Story are published in

Vietnam, there are some differences in details among these
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versions. The original book by Nguyén Du had been written in
Nom characters, something that have been completely replaced by

Qudc Ngir characters in contemporary Vietnam.

Korean Peninsula

Manchurian

) Hasui Manso
Translation
China Japan
Kim Van Kieu Den (Story of Kim-Van-Kieu) \|Tsuuzoku Kim Kieu Den
(Editted by Seisin Saijin, Qing Era (Translation by Korenori Nishida, 1763)
Fuuzoku Kingyo Den
(Adaptation by Bakin Takizawa, 1829)
Vietnam Kim Van Kieu
(Translation by Yonosuke Takeuchi, 1975)
Doan Truong Tan Thanh, Truyen Kieu Kim Van Kieu Shin Den
(Adaptation by Nguyen Du, 1813) (Translation by Yonosuke Takeuchi, 1985)
Kim Van Kieu
(Translation by Tokio Akiyama, 1996)
v
Other French N Kim Van Kieu
Translations Translation (Translation by Kiyoshi Komatsu, 1942)
v
. . Story of Thuy Kieu
Kim Van Kieu — ' )
(English Translation by Le Xuan Thuy, 1963) (Tzrggél)atlon by Seiji Sato & Yoshiko Kuroda,

Diffusion of "Story of Kim-Van-Kieu"

As mentioned above, Kieu's Story is a literature of unfailing
interest with deep backgrounds in historical, geological and
academic terms. This is why I wrote in the above that I would
like "to open the door to Kieu's Story".

The basis of this Japanese version is "Kim Van Kieu,

English Translation, Footnotes and Commentaries by Lé Xuan
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Thiy" published by Nha Xuat Ban Vin Hoc. In addition, I relied
on "DPoan Truong Tan Thanh, Truyén Kiéu, Ddi Chiéu Nom -
Qudc Ngit" from the same publishing house for Japanese Kanji
characters of the names of persons and places.

Kana characters are printed alongside Kanji characters to
show their reading for Vietnamese readers. Poet Ms. Yoshiko
Kuroda kindly advised me on an understanding of the story as well
as on Japanese expression.

This project has been warmheartedly supported by many
Vietnamese and Japanese friends. [ would like to extend my
sincere gratitude to Mr. Nguyén Van Luu, Ms. Trinh Thi Diéu, Ms.
Nguyén Mai Phuong, Mr. Nguyén Ptic Minh, Ms. Nguyén Thi
Loan, Mr. Takemasa Hirosaka, Mr. Yasuhiko Hatahira, Ms. Ryoko
Aso, Ms. Takako Ogawa, Mr. Tomoyoshi Takeda and finally to my
dear family.

I hope that this precious and beautiful Vietnamese literature
which would give readers a kind of power to live would be read by
those who are interested in Vietnam and/or grope for how to live,
young friends in particular. It would be an almost undeserved
happiness for me if this Japanese version could contribute to

establish a bridge of friendship between Vietnam and Japan.

February 12th, 2005 Seiji Sato
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